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This CD contains a collection of primary sources gathered for Teaching American History
participants. These documents tie broader themes of American History to South Carolina
events and people. They are arranged chronologically within the broad topics of the ten
days of the Teaching American History Summer Institutes. The Table of Contents gives a
brief description of each document and allows you to click on the name of the document to
get to a readable version (PDF), with its citation and transcription. Also included in the CD
are movable files (DOC or JPEG) of each document, citation, and transcription, arranged in
folders by day, to facilitate the use of the documents in the classroom. Within each day’s
folder, separate folders exist for each document where you can access the moveable versions
of the image, citation, and transcription.

With primary sources, students interpret historical events through the words and images
left by real people inhabiting a living past. Further, local primary sources personalize broad
topics, providing powerful experiences in constructing historical understanding. Working
with primary sources develops critical analysis and creative thinking. Of course, primary
documents can also be used to teach English and language arts, math and science.

This Treasure Trove consists primarily of written or typed documents, intended to
supplement information from cultural institutions visited throughout the Summer
Institutes. Other types of primary sources accessible through the cultural institutions, such
as artifacts, objects, art, buildings, or geographic locations, can be incorporated into the
teaching of history. Such sources can be “read” in much the same way as words. Most
exciting, cultural institutions are willing to share their resources and their passion for
history with teachers and students.

Primary sources were collected, cited, annotated, and transcribed (unless otherwise noted)
by Katie Johnson and Anna Kuntz, Graduate Research Assistants for Teaching American
History in South Carolina.

These documents herein are provided courtesy of the South Carolina Department of
Archives and History and the South Caroliniana Library.

CD designed by Tim Belshaw, South Carolina Department of Archives and History.

Questions about Teaching American History in South Carolina can be directed to
Donald Stewart  803-896-6224  stewart@scdah.state.sc.us
Katie Johnson  803-896-6233  johnson@scdah.state.sc.us

Teaching American History in South Carolina is administered by the South Carolina
Department of Archives and History, 8301 Parklane Road, Columbia, SC 29223.

This project was funded by the United States Department of Education, Office of
Innovation and Improvement, award #U215X040339.

To learn more about Teaching American History in South Carolina, and to see
teacher-created lessons and other exciting resources, go to www.teachingUShistory.org
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DAY 1 ◆ Pre-Historic Cultures to European Contact
1. Henry Woodward Letter, 1670

Letter from early settler about Indians and English and Spanish relations
2. Louis Thibou Letter, 1683

Letter from early French Huguenot settler about weather, crops, animals, and taxes

DAY 2 ◆ The Colonies
1. Cattle Brand Records, 1697-1699

Entries recording cattle brands and ear slits and cuts to identify cattle
2. Map of Charleston, 1704

Map of early Charleston, showing eight blocks within a fortified city
3. Slave Sale Announcements, 1739

Slave sale advertisements from a colonial newspaper
4. 1740 Slave Code

Portion of law enacted after the Stono Rebellion to control slave population
5. Exports and Prices, 1745

Newspaper notices of goods and ships in Charleston
6. Proclamation of 1763

Proclamation by King George III restricting settlement west of the Appalachian Mountains

DAY 3 ◆ The Revolution
1. South Carolina Stamp Act Resolutions, 1765

South Carolina’s response to the Stamp Act
2. Fort Sullivan Map, 1776

Map of Fort Sullivan and the British attack upon the fort in 1776
3. Ichabod Burnet Letter, 1781

Letter from New Jersey native about being stationed on the Pee Dee River

DAY 4 ◆ Building the Republic
1. 1776 Constitution

Established South Carolina’s first independent government
2. Plat of Columbia, 1786

Original map outlining South Carolina’s future capital city
3. Charles Pinckney’s Speech on Ratifying the U.S. Constitution, 1788

Speech before South Carolina Legislature in favor of ratifying the U.S. Constitution
4. George Washington’s Election, 1789

Article predicting his election as President
5. Santee Canal Advertisement, 1792

Advertisement calling for workers on the canal

DAY 5 ◆ Jeffersonians in Power
1. William Ioor’s Play Independence, 1805

Play highlighting the Jeffersonian ideal of independent farmer
2. Article on the Embargo, 1807

Article printed in French and English about what Charlestonians can do for the Embargo
3. John J. Chappell Letter, 1813

Letter referring to strain of an embargo on southern cotton farmers
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DAY 6 ◆ The Age of Jackson
1. Robert Mills Map, 1825

Map of the state from the first official state atlas
2. James Gadsden Letter, 1826

Letter from Gadsden to General Andrew Jackson about Presidential Election of 1824
3. Creek Emigration Article, 1829

Article about the forced removal of Creeks from Alabama to Oklahoma

DAY 7 ◆ The Market Revolution
1. Exposition and Protest, 1828

John C. Calhoun’s reaction to the Tariff of 1828 outlining nullification
2. Advertisements and Ship News, 1830

Newspaper listings of goods and shipping
3. “Best Friend” Article, 1830

Article about first steam locomotive run in South Carolina
4. Sarah J. Fountain Letter, 1835

Letter about moving to Alabama from Society Hill, SC
5. South Carolina Map, 1849

Map of transportation routes, including railroads, canals, steamboats, and roads

DAY 8 ◆ The Antebellum Era
1. Susan Blanding Letter, 1808

Letter about slavery and the South from a Northern who moved to Camden
2. Vesey Rebellion Trial, 1822

Summary and example of testimony from the trial
3. Agricultural Census, 1850

Records from three men showing amount and types of crops grown

DAY 9 ◆ The Road to Disunion
1. Nullification Barbecue, 1833

Article listing toasts in favor of states rights from a barbecue in Newberry
2. Benjamin F. Perry Speech, 1860

Speech given at the National Democratic Convention from a Unionist
3. Ordinance of Secession, 1860

Document in which South Carolina secedes from the United States
4. President James Buchanan Letters, 1861

Letters between SC Commissioners and Buchanan about federal troops in Charleston

DAY 10 ◆ The Civil War and Reconstruction
1. Bombardment of Fort Sumter, 1861

Article about first battle of Civil War
2. Campbell Brothers Letters, 1862

Letters between two brothers on opposing sides of the Battle of Secessionville
3. Sherman’s March, 1865

Article about Sherman marching through South Carolina
4. Oath of Allegiance, 1865

Oath taken by a man from Chester, SC, to support the federal government
5. 1868 Constitution

Excerpt of Constitution in which South Carolina outlaws slavery
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William Ioor’s Play Independence, 1805
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Description
William Ioor, c. 1780-1830, the descendant of Dutch settlers who immigrated to South Carolina in
1714, published his play Independence in 1805, which was one of the first plays written by a native of
South Carolina. The play, first performed in Charleston Theatre on March 20, 1805, follows a small
farmer named Charles Woodville through his struggles in keeping his farm in spite of offers and
strategies by the owner of a large country estate, Lord Fanfare. Although the play is based on an
English novel and set in England, it is obviously written for the American audience of Charleston
through its support for the popular Jeffersonian ideal of the independent farmer as the best and most
useful citizen. The passage shown here is the first attempt by Lord Fanfare to buy Woodville’s farm
and demonstrates the importance of owning your own land, a requirement for voting in the early
American Republic.1

Citation
Ioor, William. Independence. Charleston: G.M. Bounetheau, 1805. Books Division, South Caroliniana

Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.

Standards
Standard 3-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the American Revolution and South
Carolina’s role in the development of the new American nation.
Standard USHC-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the westward movement and
the resulting regional conflicts that took place in America in the nineteenth century.
Indicator USHC-3.1: Explain the impact and challenges of westward movement, including the major
land acquisitions, people’s motivations for moving west, railroad construction, the displacement of
Native Americans, and the its impact on the developing American character. (H, G, E)

1 Information obtained from Charles S. Watson, “Jeffersonian Republicanism in William Ioor’s
Independence, the First Play of South Carolina,” South Carolina Historical Magazine 69, no. 3 (1968),
194-203.
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Article on the Embargo, 1807

Description
This article provides a good example of international events having a local affect. The Napoleonic
Wars between Great Britain and France in the early 19th Century forced trade restrictions on
American exports and brought about this local reaction in Charleston, SC. President Thomas
Jefferson and the United States Congress began a variety of legislation to counteract what had
become European control of America’s maritime trade. This article appears between the passage of the
Nonimportation Act of 1806 and the Embargo Act of 1807 and demonstrates how South Carolina
residents reacted to the larger economic and political issues of the day. It is also worth note that the
article was printed in L’Oracle, a bilingual newspaper for French and English speakers in the
Charleston population. It highlights that diversity of culture has long been a part of American
history.

Citation
“What We Can Do.” (Charleston) L’Oracle francias- americain. July 18, 1807, p 2 c 3 & 4. Early

American newspapers microfilm series. Thomas Cooper Library, University of South Carolina,
Columbia, South Carolina.

Standards
Standard USHC-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the westward movement and
the resulting regional conflicts that took place in America in the nineteenth century.
Indicator USHC-3.3: Compare economic development in different regions of the country during the
early nineteenth century, including agriculture in the South, industry and finance in the North, and
the development of new resources in the West. (E, H, G)
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John J. Chappell Letter, 1813

Description
During the War of 1812, Congress enacted several embargos to restrict trade from New England to
Great Britain. On December 17, 1813, another embargo was raised. The embargo, which was widely
believed to hurt the North more than the South, demonstrated southern political power in national
affairs. The second page of this letter from John J. Chappell discusses the embargo, showing his
support for the measure, although he knows it will hurt the sale of southern cotton crops.

Citation
John J. Chappell. Letter 24 Dec. 1813. Papers of the Odom and Turner Families. South Caroliniana
Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.

Standards
Standard USHC-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the westward movement and
the resulting regional conflicts that took place in America in the nineteenth century.
Indicator USHC-3.3: Compare economic development in different regions of the country during the
early nineteenth century, including agriculture in the South, industry and finance in the North, and
the development of new resources in the West. (E, H, G)
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John J. Chappell Letter, 1813   TRANSCRIPTION

Washington Dec. 24, 1813

Sir,
I waited yesterday at the Pension office and find that the documents which I have

will not entitle me to have arranged satisfactorily the claim of Mr. Griffin.  It is necessary to
have the certificate of the Treasurer something after the form of the copy.  I herewith
enclose.  I took this copy from the office that there might be no difficulty in having the
matter properly brought before the office.  This certificate you will get from that office at
which Mr. Griffin had been last paid his pension by the state.  I suppose at Charleston.  As
soon as you send me this certificate I will have it arranged & then instructions will be given
by the Secretary of War to the United States agent in So. Car. to pay the pension; However
the Clerk here tells me it would

[Page 2]

well to get an order from Mr. Griffin directed to the Secretary of War desiring him to pay the
amount of the pension due him to some of his friends or acquaintances, or the money will
be paid in So. Car. The order had better be drawn in your favour [sic] and sent on to me, as
soon as it is convenient.  It will also be necessary to have proof before the U.S. agent in So.
Car. To establish the fact that Mr. Griffin is alive & also that he who now applies for the
arrearages of pension is the same [illegible] who was on the pension list of So. Car.  This last
proof need not be sent to me — The Treasurers Certificate & the order are what I want.

You no doubt have heard before this that we have laid an Embargo.  It will try the
Patriotism of our fellow Citizens in the Southern States more than any where else.  I hope it
will be found that there is enough of the spirit of 76 still remaining to prompt the people to
bear any [illegible], when they are calculated to produce the

[Page 3]

good of our Common country.  This measure I feel confident was on loudly called for on
principles of Policy.  Tho. I must confess that I had myself rather it had been postponed for
a little while longer.  It would then have put the Northern States, on an equality with the
Eastern States more than they now are, as it regards the last crop.  The people of the East
have sold all this last crop, consisting of provisions which were more calculated to benefit
the Enemy than the Cotton of the South.  Whilst the people of the South have the greater
part of their Cotton [illegible] on hand.  We must however bear it.  It is better now than
never.

I send you a paper which, after you have read, let your neighbours [sic] see.  I thought
I had sent it yesterday to Mr. Patterson of the Court House. Shew [sic] it to him.  The New
York address by the Republicans is an excellent exposition of our affairs.  My respects to all
friends.  Yours truly

Jno. J. Chappell
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Robert Mills Map, 1825

Description
Robert Mills, who was born in Charleston in 1781, published this map in an atlas of the state. Mills
served as state architect for South Carolina, designing the Lunatic Asylum and many local
courthouses, and later won the contest to design the Washington Monument in Washington, DC.
The atlas, made for the South Carolina State Legislature, contains 28 district maps and this state map,
made from a state-sponsored survey of all the districts. It was the first official atlas of the state.

Citation
Mills’ Atlas of the State of South Carolina. 1825 Edition. Map Collection. South Carolina Department of

Archives and History, Columbia, South Carolina.

Standards
Standard 3-1: The student will demonstrate an understanding of places, regions, and the role of
human systems in South Carolina.
Indicator 3-1.1: Identify on a map the location and characteristics of significant physical features of
South Carolina, including landforms; river systems such as the Pee Dee River Basin, the Santee River
Basin, the Edisto River Basin, and the Savannah River Basin; major cities; and climate regions. (G)



▲

84

        The Age of Jackson Primary Source Documents

▲

6

Robert Mills Map, 1825



▲85

        The Age of Jackson Primary Source Documents

▲

6

James Gadsden Letter, 1826

Description
James Gadsden, son of Christopher Gadsden of Charleston, served as a government commissioner in
removing the Seminoles to their Florida reservation, and later was appointed as minister to Mexico in
the negotiation of the Gadsden Purchase (1853), which acquired additional lands in present-day
Arizona and New Mexico. Gadsden served under Andrew Jackson in the War of 1812. In this letter to
Jackson, Gadsden is commenting on the 1824 Presidential election: although Jackson received a
majority of the popular vote in the 1824 election, he did not have a majority of votes from the
electoral college and when the vote went to the House of Representatives, he lost to John Quincy
Adams. Gadsden specifically refers to Jackson’s popular support against the “political trafficing [sic] in
Washington” during that election, and Jackson’s political backing of sectionalism and smaller
government in opposition to Henry Clay’s “American System,” which advocated a larger role for
federal government through high tariffs and a national bank.

Citation
Gadsden, James. Letter to Gen. Andrew Jackson 18 August 1826. James Gadsden Papers. Manuscripts

Division, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.

Transcription from James Gadsden Papers.  Manuscripts Division, South Caroliniana Library,
University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.

Standards
Standard USHC-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the westward movement and
the resulting regional conflicts that took place in America in the nineteenth century.
Indicator USHC-3.1: Explain the impact and challenges of westward movement, including the major
land acquisitions, people’s motivations for moving west, railroad construction, the displacement of
Native Americans, and its impact on the developing American character. (H, G, E)
Indicator USHC-3.3: Compare economic development in different regions of the country during the
early nineteenth century, including agriculture in the South, industry and finance in the North, and
the development of new resources in the West. (E, H, G)



▲

86

        The Age of Jackson Primary Source Documents

▲

6

James Gadsden Letter, 1826   TRANSCRIPTION



▲87

        The Age of Jackson Primary Source Documents

▲

6

James Gadsden Letter, 1826



▲

88

        The Age of Jackson Primary Source Documents

▲

6

James Gadsden Letter, 1826



▲89

        The Age of Jackson Primary Source Documents

▲

6

James Gadsden Letter, 1826



▲

90

        The Age of Jackson Primary Source Documents

▲

6

James Gadsden Letter, 1826



▲91

        The Age of Jackson Primary Source Documents

▲

6

Creek Emigration Article, 1829

Description
Newspapers often reprinted material from other newspapers. This article from the Mobile Register
about the emigration of the Creek Nation discusses their move from eastern Alabama to “Indian
Territory” in present-day Oklahoma, as part of the forced migration of Native Americans that
occurred in the late 1820s and early 1830s. Originally the Creek Indians inhabited most of the state
of Georgia, but had been pushed into Alabama slowly over the proceeding hundred years. This
article, indicating all the benefits of Indian Removal, includes a favorable description of the quality of
the land in Oklahoma and the government’s promise to keep this land free from “white
encroachment.”

Citation
“Emigration of the Creeks.” Columbia Telescope. 6 March 1829. Newspapers on microfilm, South

Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.

Standards
Standard 4-5: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the westward movement and its
impact on the institution of slavery.
Indicator 4-5.4: Explain how territorial expansion and related land policies affected Native
Americans, including their resistance to Americans’ taking over the land, breaking treaties, and
massacring the Native American people; the Indian Removal Act of 1830; and the Seminole Wars.
(H, G, E)
Standard USHC-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the westward movement and
the resulting regional conflicts that took place in America in the nineteenth century.
Indicator USHC-3.1: Explain the impact and challenges of westward movement, including the major
land acquisitions, people’s motivations for moving west, railroad construction, the displacement of
Native Americans, and the its impact on the developing American character. (H, G, E)



▲

92

        The Age of Jackson Primary Source Documents

▲

6

Creek Emigration Article, 1829



▲93

        The Market Revolution Primary Source Documents

▲

7

Exposition and Protest, 1828

Description
In 1828, a tariff to raise the price of manufactured American goods was passed by Congress. This tariff
helped the manufacturers of the North, but hurt the South, who did not produce a lot of their own
goods. British manufacturers were also injured by the tariff, thus making it difficult to pay for the
southern cotton they usually imported. John C. Calhoun anonymously authored the Exposition and
Protest and gave it to the House Committee, which declared the tariff unconstitutional and
authorized individual states to nullify the bill within their own borders. Although the House did not
adopt the Exposition and Protest, copies were printed and distributed throughout the state. The
portion presented here is the Protest, which outlines the argument against the tariff in eight points:

1) Congress cannot extend its constitutional authority;
2) Congress cannot enact tariffs that are not justified by public necessity
3) The tariff is therefore unconstitutional
4) The tariff to protect domestic manufacture goes against a “simple, consolidated government”
5) The tariff actually was not enacted to regulate commerce, a Constitutional power of Congress,

but to prohibit foreign trade
6) The power to protect manufacture is not a Constitutional power
7) Even if the tariff does regulate commerce, as it is too oppressive, it is an abuse of power
8) Due to South Carolina’s dependence on foreign trade, the state will be affected so severely by the

tariff that the state would be destroyed

Citation
Exposition and Protest, Reported by the Special Committee of the House of Representatives, on the Tariff, Read

and Ordered to be Printed, Dec. 19th 1828. Columbia, D.W. Sims, 1829. Books Division, South
Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.

Standards
Standard 3-4: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the events that led to the Civil War,
the course of the War and Reconstruction, and South Carolina’s role in these events.
Indicator 3-4.3: Explain the reasons for South Carolina’s secession from the Union, including the
abolitionist movement, states’ rights, and the desire to defend South Carolina’s way of life. (H,P,E)
Standard 4-6: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the Civil War and its impact on
America.
Indicator 4-6.1: Compare the industrial North and the agricultural South prior to the Civil War,
including the specific nature of the economy of each region, the geographic characteristics and
boundaries of each region, and the basic way of life in each region. (G, E, H)
Standard 8-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the American Civil War — its causes
and effects and the major events that occurred during that time.
Indicator 8-3.1: Explain the importance of agriculture in antebellum South Carolina, including
plantation life, slavery, and the impact of the cotton gin. (H, G, E)
Indicator 8-3.2: Explain the impact of key events leading to South Carolina’s secession from the
Union, including the nullification crisis and John C. Calhoun, the Missouri Compromise, the Tariff
of 1832, the Compromise of 1850, the Kansas-Nebraska Act and subsequent armed conflict, the Dred
Scott decision, the growth of the abolitionist movement, and the election of 1860. (H, P, G)
Standard USHC-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the westward movement and
the resulting regional conflicts that took place in America in the nineteenth century.
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Exposition and Protest, 1828

Indicator USHC-3.3: Compare economic development in different regions of the country during the
early nineteenth century, including agriculture in the South, industry and finance in the North, and
the development of new resources in the West. (E, H, G)
Standard USHC-4: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the causes and the course of
the Civil War and Reconstruction in America.
Indicator USHC-4.2: Explain how the political events and issues that divided the nation led to civil
war, including the compromises reached to maintain the balance of free and slave states, the
successes and failures of the abolitionist movement, the conflicting views on states’ rights and federal
authority, the emergence of the Republican Party and its win in 1860, and the formation of the
Confederate States of America. (H, P)
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Advertisements and Ship News, 1830

Description
These ads and the shipping news demonstrate the variety of goods available in Charleston in the
1830s. As a port town, the city was able to sell goods from other locations. The products indicate a
wider availability of luxury items, such as sugar and molasses. The ads also indicate a selection of
products from places like Havana, New Orleans, and Nova Scotia, although the shipping news
demonstrates that the majority of sea traffic was now coming from closer locations, either within
South Carolina or from other cities in the United States, as opposed to the abundance of foreign
shipping during the colonial period.

Citation
Advertisements and “Ship News.” Charleston Daily Courier. 29 December 1830. Newspapers on

microfilm, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.

Standards
Standard 3-4: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the events that led to the Civil War,
the course of the War and Reconstruction, and South Carolina’s role in these events.
Indicator 3-4.1: Compare the conditions of daily life for various classes of people in South Carolina,
including the elite, the middle class, the lower class, the independent farmers, and the free and
enslaved African Americans. (H,E)
Standard 4-6: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the Civil War and its impact on
America.
Indicator 4-6.1: Compare the industrial North and the agricultural South prior to the Civil War,
including the specific nature of the economy of each region, the geographic characteristics and
boundaries of each region, and the basic way of life in each region. (G , E, H)
Standard 8-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the American Civil War — its causes
and effects and the major events that occurred during that time.
Indicator 8-3.1: Explain the importance of agriculture in antebellum South Carolina, including
plantation life, slavery, and the impact of the cotton gin. (H, G, E)
Standard USHC-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the westward movement and
the resulting regional conflicts that took place in America in the nineteenth century.
Indicator USHC-3.3: Compare economic development in different regions of the country during the
early nineteenth century, including agriculture in the South, industry and finance in the North, and
the development of new resources in the West. (E, H, G)
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“Best Friend” Article, 1830

Description
This article covers the first run of the steam engine “Best Friend” of the South Carolina Canal and
Rail Road Company. The Best Friend, which premiered on Christmas Day, became the first steam
locomotive in the United States with a scheduled passenger service. The article, which compares the
engine to a horse, marvels at the high speeds of “15 to 25 miles per hour.” Until the Best Friend,
travel was completed by poor roads or by water. In 1833, two years after the Best Friend stopped
running due to an explosion in the engine, a rail line from Charleston to Hamburg was completed.
The 136-mile long rail was the longest rail line in the world at the time of its completion.

Citation
“Rail-Road Races.” Charleston Daily Courier. 29 December 1830. Newspapers on microfilm, South

Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina.

Standards
Standard USHC-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the westward movement and
the resulting regional conflicts that took place in America in the nineteenth century.
Indicator USHC-3.1: Explain the impact and challenges of westward movement, including the major
land acquisitions, people’s motivations for moving west, railroad construction, the displacement of
Native Americans, and its impact on the developing American character. (H, G, E)
Indicator USHC-3.3: Compare economic development in different regions of the country during the
early nineteenth century, including agriculture in the South, industry and finance in the North, and
the development of new resources in the West. (E, H, G)
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Sarah J. Fountain Letter, 1835

Description
Many people moved west in the first decades of the nineteenth century for the promise of new land.
In the South, many families moved into present day Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas to
grow cotton. This letter discusses one family’s move from Society Hill, SC, to Dallas County, AL,
located in the center of the state on the Alabama River. In this letter to her sister, the author
demonstrates her reluctance to moving and the hardships of the journey. The middle paragraph on
the first page, which begins “O my sister,” notes the author’s sadness at leaving her family. Also of
note is the first complete paragraph on the second page, which discusses their journey through an
“Indian Nation,” probably the remnants of the Creek Indian Nation in Alabama.

Citation
Fountain, Sarah J. Letter to Mrs. Hannah A.L. Coker dated 27 December 1835. Papers of the

Lide-Coker Families. South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South
Carolina.

Standards
Standard 3-4: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the events that led to the Civil War,
the course of the War and Reconstruction, and South Carolina’s role in these events.
Indicator 3-4.2: Summarize the institution of slavery prior to the Civil War, including reference to
conditions in South Carolina, the invention of the cotton gin, subsequent expansion of slavery, and
economic dependence on slavery. (H, E, P)
Standard 4-5: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the westward movement and its
impact on the institution of slavery.
Indicator 4-5.6: Compare the experiences of different groups who migrated and settled in the West,
including their reasons for migrating, their experiences on the trails and at their destinations, the
cooperation and conflict between and among the different groups, and the nature of their daily lives.
(H, G, E)
Standard 8-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the American Civil War — its causes
and effects and the major events that occurred during that time.
Indicator 8-3.1: Explain the importance of agriculture in antebellum South Carolina, including
plantation life, slavery, and the impact of the cotton gin. (H, G, E)
Standard USHC-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the westward movement and
the resulting regional conflicts that took place in America in the nineteenth century.
Indicator USHC-3.1: Explain the impact and challenges of westward movement, including the major
land acquisitions, people’s motivations for moving west, railroad construction, the displacement of
Native Americans, and the its impact on the developing American character. (H, G, E)



▲

106

        The Market Revolution Primary Source Documents

▲

7

Sarah J. Fountain Letter, 1835   TRANSCRIPTION

Dalas County, Alabama, December 27th, 1835

My very dear sister,
We have at length arrived at our place of destination after 5 weeks and 2 days travel.  We
reached this place last evening and took up camp and expect to remain here until we can
get a house.  We are about 3 miles from the place where Mr. Rowel and the Negroes stay;
they soon heard of our arrival and came up very quick and such rejoicing and ado.  I never
heard.  They all look quite fat and hearty.  We are very near Mr. Crumpton’s himself and
family came immediately to see us and insisted on as many of us as could to go and stay
with them until we could get better fixed but we preferred staying at our tents.  He is
building and said he had been making an effort to get his house done that he might
accommodate us but was disappointed.  Brother has the prospect of a house but Pa has
none.  The house that he calculated on getting is otherwise disposed of.

O, my sister, I can’t describe o you my feelings here in this strange country without house
or home, so far separated from my dear friends, and as yet I see nothing enticing in the
place.  But I do not wish to condemn it unless I knew more about it.

I feel that we have been most singly blessed in our journey, though we have been long on
the road we have all reached here safely and in usual health.  There has however been
considerable sickness among the Negroes but they are all pretty well at present.  Pa sold 3
yokes of his oxen on the way. 1 he sold for $16, the other 2 he gave for a little pony for
Joseph and Brother put 2 of his saddle horses in the wagon.  One of my oxen gave out
entirely so that we had to leave him.  A gentleman was so good as to let him go in his field
about 20 miles from this place, but I never expect to hear of him again.  My little wagon
broke down with me about the middle of the Indian nation.  We had to travel with it

[page 2]

so until we got to Mount Meggs which was 50 miles, but it was with much difficulty.  We
got to Mount Meggs about 2 o’clock last Tuesday, spent the night with Cousin Mary
Temples, found them all well.  Cousin Mary had a babe about ten days old, which is her
tenth child.  We passed by old Mrs. McAll’s the next day.  The old lady looks badly, says she
had a very sick family this summer.

I felt my safer passing through the Indian nation that I expected.  Say but few Indians and
they appeared quite friendly.  We entered the nation about 11 o’clock on Thursday and got
out of it about 12 o’clock the Tuesday after.  The road through the nation was better than
we expected from what we had heard, but it was very rough and hilly generally.

I had intended giving you more of the particulars of our journey but I feel so gloomy and
melancholy and so anxious to hear from you that I can’t write.  We have not heard a word
from any of you since we left home, but I knew that you were anxious to hear from us and
through I would write a few lines to let you know that we are in the land of the living.  Do
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write as often as possible.  All join me in love to yourself and brother Coker.  Do kiss the
dear little children for me.  Lizzy says kiss them for her.  Lizzy and James say tell Uncle
Coker, Aunt Hannah, Cousin Jane and Anna howdy ‘ya for them.  I can say no more at
present but request an interest in your prayers and subscribe myself as ever,

Your affectionate sister,
Sarah J. Fountain

P.S. Direct your letters to Pleasant Hill, Dalas County.  Do remember me to all enquiring
friends.

S.J.F.
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South Carolina Map, 1849

Description
This map, printed in 1849, demonstrates the increase in the state’s transportation routes in the first
half of the nineteenth century. The map outlines the railroad route of the South Carolina Railroad &
Canal Company from Charleston to Hamburg, and its offshoot from Branchville to Columbia. It also
lists canals from the lowcountry to the upstate up the Savannah, Edisto, Santee, and Pee Dee Rivers;
steamboat routes from Charleston to Savannah and Savannah to Augusta; and major roads
throughout the state. The railroads and canals were especially important for planters to transport
their cotton and other goods quickly from the plantation to the market.

Citation
“New Map of South Carolina: With Its Canals, Roads & Distances, From Place to Place Along the

Stage & Steam Boat Routes.” Philadelphia: S. Augustus Mitchell, 1849. MB-12-9. Map Collection.
South Carolina Department of Archives and History, Columbia, South Carolina.

Standards
Standard 3-1: The student will demonstrate an understanding of places and regions and the role of
human systems in South Carolina.
Indicator 3-1.2: Interpret thematic maps of South Carolina places and regions that show how and
where people live, work, and use land and transportation. (G,P,E)
Standard 8-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the American Civil War — its causes
and effects and the major events that occurred during that time.
Indicator 8-3.1: Explain the importance of agriculture in antebellum South Carolina, including
plantation life, slavery, and the impact of the cotton gin. (H, G, E)
Standard USHC-3: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the westward movement and
the resulting regional conflicts that took place in America in the nineteenth century.
Indicator USHC-3.1: Explain the impact and challenges of westward movement, including the major
land acquisitions, people’s motivations for moving west, railroad construction, the displacement of
Native Americans, and its impact on the developing American character. (H, G, E)
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